INTERVIEW WITH KAYE SHORT
I am talking with Kaye Short about Rothesay’s history.  Ok, your father was Dr. Peters.  What type of person was he? 
He was a family doctor and everybody loved him.  He always came around to visit people, he could smell the teapot every time, he always came when a cup of tea was just going.  He sat on the end of the bed and had a cup of tea with whoever was sick.  Yes, everybody, he knew everybody and their kids. 

He was the only doctor in the area at the time.  He was here a long time. 

Well, from Renforth almost to Hampton and then he had the peninsula over there across the river.  For 60 years. 

Now, he went across the river? 

Yes, I told you but you couldn’t hear.   He went in the boat, it was fun. 

Now, did you spend a lot of time with him on the horses going across the river? 

Oh, quite a bit.  I mean it was just when he was going over to see somebody when I wasn’t in school. 

What were the names of the horses? 


Daisy was the little one that we used to race on the ice, she was a really good horse.  And I forget, there was a great big tall one but I can’t remember the name of that one.  I used to ride it. 

You were quite the rider? 

No, I wasn’t.  We just, three people, two of my friends had horses.  They had their own horses and I just got my father’s.  there wasn’t much traffic then, we never had riding horses or anything.  If we got dropped off we were lucky.  We had a lot of fun though.  

Trial and error? 

Oh, hang on best you can.  Did you ever go over the horse’s head when you were riding?  I thought you did. 

We were talking --------???can’t hear ????----

Well, we took riding lessons in town, it was in the marsh.  Do you know where the Marsh Road is?  Does that mean anything to you? 

That’s why it’s so wet. 

Yes, it was just a marsh and it was the Marsh Road for years. 

I guess we had the first pavement I think it was from Saint John to Rothesay, but we had the first pavement of New Brunswick. 

Really?  Well, I was on Cambridge Island, ------------???? Can’t hear ????----- of course it had pavement.  -----????—in those days. 
Now, you were quite involved with tennis and golf? 

Well, my husband was a tennis player.  He was a provincial champion for years. 

Oh he was? 

Yes, maritime champion. 

Isn’t that interesting. 

He was the king of tennis.  If you go down to the tennis court and look, there is a picture of the king of tennis, and that’s him. 

Really?  Isn’t that interesting. 

Yes.  Have you ever been down to the club house down there? 

No, not very often have I ever been in. 

Oh they’ll let you go in, don’t worry. 

Yes.  I’ve been in. 

Well, go in and look and around.  You might see some treasures.  No, he played tennis and he was a good tennis player for a long time.  --- cut off ---- end of season and then he was on to something else interesting.

There you go.  Tell me about the Tournament Cup.  How many people played in it? 

You played in the Tournament Cup, how many were there usually in there.  (Background: I don’t know.).  It was a handicap tournament and there must have been 20 couples I suppose anyway, about 20 couples I imagine. 

How long would that have been going on for? 

Oh years, way back.  Well, it’s been going on for years, there were older people than that who used to play in it, they’d be antiques, people who would be 100 years old now. 

What type of outfits did you wear when you played tennis?  Just anything or did you have special things that you would wear and put on? 

Well, in the olden days, in our day, they used to wear long skirts right down to the ankles. 

Oh they did? 

They did.  My mother used to play tennis when she was young.  I have a picture of her in a long skirt.  They’d pick up their skirts, well I don’t know how they ever did it. 

I don’t know either. 

Well, we wore, did we wear shorts playing tennis or did we wear skirts, I can’t remember.  I know they wouldn’t let us wear shorts when we first played golf for the ladies.  I think they might have had a short shirt maybe.  I don’t know whether they let you wear shorts or not.  That was way back in the 1930’s and somewhere in the 20’s.  

What did you wear when you went golfing? 

Well now I did wear a little short golf skirt before I stopped playing golf, but you know we got modernized a little bit, some 60 years later.  

At Riverside? 

Yes, off and on. 

Do you think you wore long skirts at one time? 

Not long.  We didn’t wear long skirts but we did wear golf skirts, which were like mini skirts and they were great to go golfing.  Not quite as bad as they are now.   I think some of them are too short. 
They’re too short are they? 

Yes, they’re too short.  You can see up the back of some of them. 

Ok.  Sailing on the river.  Did you ever do much of that? 

What on the river? 

Did you ever sail on the river very much? 

Well, I’ve never sailed myself but my son sailed a lot, he’s always sailed.  I’ve been on the sailboats.  I mean we used to sail with someone else. 

Who used to take you sailing when you were younger? 


Well, way back when Walter Allison, way back when I was just little. 

And what were the sailboats like then? 

Well, they were just very much like they are now.  Not the expensive ones that they have here.  They were wooden, not fiberglass.  But the ones down here are more expensive than a house.  Have you been down there to have a look? 

Yes.  We used to have a sailboat. 

What kind did you have? 

Tanzer 22, it was a little racing boat. 

David had a little cap boat and it was down at the bottom of the river by the slews down there, so he and two of the fellows fished it up and came up and asked his father if he’d give him $15 to pay for this boat and the boys said if he wouldn’t they’d take up a collection.  So $10-15 and they brought it up and put a new bottom in and fixed it all up.  And they’d race us down here and race us every Saturday.  They had a sail and they’d just like that and it would go right up.  Do you like to sail that way. 

Oh yes, I love it when they tip it on the side.  

Put your feet on it. 

That’s right, you have to hold on tight.  Who were some of the yachts and their owners?  Do you remember some of them? 

Depending on how far back you get.   They always had them down there.  Well, there were the Turnbull’s, Allison’s in the olden days and the Grant’s and all the younger ones have come along, well, the McMackin’s and such.  There are younger ones down there now, well they’re not young, they are married with children.  

So you spent much time using the river skating did you not?  You once told me you skated across the river. 

We used to skate across the river, around the islands. 

And it was very dark ice, very clear? 

Yes, black ice.  It wasn’t terribly thick.  Do you skate on the river? 

I have skated on the river once or twice. 

Fun isn’t it? 

It is fun. 

No, the ice it used to be just pure ice, no shell ice or anything like that.  

A few inches? 

A few inches.  You didn’t go through but if you ever went on it on snowmobiles and things you would have.  But you could see it as you went over, it was just sort of open a bit.  I don’t know why we didn’t drown sometimes really.  But you know, kids like to see how far they can go.  But you probably did too. 

Yes, I admit that I did.  Where did you used to skate to?  Like all the way to the other side? 

Well, you could go all around the island I remember, that was quite a long skate.  You could skate down to the point or you could skate up the river.  We used to, well we generally liked to go around the island or go to the island and have a picnic.  There were some fellows with camps over there and you could light a fire and have a snack and have a picnic.  
Did the girl guides go skating as a group or was that more summer activities? 

Well, I could show you my picture away to camp and you’d see it but I gave it away.  I found that picture when I was a senior patroller out here in Rothesay, I would have been, let me think, Lady Baden Powell was here years ago, a long time ago.  So I was the senior patroller here and I was taken in with all the officers and had a picture taken right in the middle of the left row next to the Commissioner and Lady Baden Powell on the other side and all these elderly ladies, well not elderly but I was the only one that was high school, so whatever.  And I found it the other day and I forget what year that was.  I wasn’t an officer then, I was still on the rise, I was only patrol leader, I was a senior patrol leader.  But anyway, I was the only one that was taken in from here so the picture would had to have been, well I gave it to my grand-daughter because she did very well in guides so I thought she’d like to have it. 

Well, isn’t that nice.  I didn’t know that.  Maybe I had heard of that Lady Baden Powell had arrived here one time. 

I forget what year it was.  I didn’t have it on the thing.  Well, I could figure it out I suppose, I must have been. 

About, do you remember the year about?  It doesn’t have to be exact. 

Now, what year would that be.  I was 15 or 16, around that age?  I graduated when I was 16 but I wasn’t in guides then I don’t think.  I was born in 1906, now figure it out.  What year would that be? 

Maybe 1920? 

Might have been.  I graduated in 1923, so it might have been around 1920.  Somewhere around there, that’s close enough.  But it was quite a long time ago that she was here.  

I imagine so. 

The clothes were a little different than they are now. 

What were the clothes like then? 

Long skirts, really loose skirts and a blouse, a long blouse, with all your badges on this arm and other things on this arm and stripes on here if you were really good and all around cord and something else.  The hats were big hats, big felt hats.  And when you were an officer, it was put up like this and pinned with a guide pin. 

Pinned towards one side? 

Yes.  And a big hat. 

Almost like a big sombrero? 

Not quite.  But it was quite a big felt hat.  Just around 

Was it a tan? 

No, tan.  We had to wear a brim as a felt hat.  We wore those for years.  I don’t know when they changed them, I forget how many years ago you wear the ones that you wear now.  

You wore a blue skirt and blue shirt the last time I was in guides.  

Yes, well you see they got modern.  They didn’t have restrictions.  I’m sorry I gave the picture away so soon, you would’ve enjoyed it. 
I probably would get a kick out of looking at it.  Do you remember any tragedies that happened on the river? 

Oh yes. 

Tell me a few of them. 

Ok.  Well, some of the cars went to the bottom of the river but fortunately they got out.  There was one person that died when I was sailing out there, he had a heart attack.  But I mean things like that would happen on the river.  People would go through the ice but not many people drowned going through the ice that I can remember. 

Not an awful lot?  

Well, they’re crazy now, they take their snowmobiles out the first of May.  There are a lot of tide rips on that river and if you don’t know where they are, the ice isn’t thick you see.  Because the tide keeps moving.  Across the points usually off of the ends of the points and things.  There used to be, they always had a road on the safe part right across the river and there were spruce trees marking the road.  Do you remember those? 

No.  

Oh heaven’s you wouldn’t.  But it wasn’t too many years ago since they got rid of those.  In East Riverside they had one.  But they got to the safe place where the ice was the thickest you see and they’d mark it with spruce trees right across the river, they’d make a road right across the ice and they knew where the bad spots were and you see they’d put the trees to mark it where it’s safe.  Maybe take a look down there when you go by there sometime, there may be. 

I don’t know if it’s still there. 

Well, they had been there.  I didn’t notice last winter but they’d been there not too long ago.  It’s up this side of the road there, Gibbon Road.  Kinghurst, you know.  They had all the fishing huts down in Renforth.  I don’t think they got very many fish last year.  The smelt didn’t run very well last year I guess. 

Not as well as they used to. 

Have you ever fished? 

I have gone ice fishing on the river. 

Where was it on the other side of river you got it.   

Yes. 

Yeah, David brought one home once, I said take that awful thing out of here.  The worst looking things.  And they never used to eat hake, it was something they never would.  
They used to catch quite a bit of fish when they went ice fishing didn’t they? 

Oh yes, if the smelt were running sure.  We had big bags of them, you know.  They’re good if they’re nice and fresh.  

They used to go around selling them in Rothesay. 

Oh yes, they always sold them down at the store in Renforth.  The kids would take them up there. 

What store was this?  General store? 

No, not Fritz’s, the other one.  Colwell’s.  

They used to sell the fish there? 

Oh they did a couple of years ago.  The kids would take them up, they’d buy them from the kids and then sell them.  The kids would just get them down around there nice and fresh.  I don’t know really, who’s got it down there now?  There were people who bought it.  It’s still there next to the same store.  I don’t know whether they had them last year, I can’t remember. 

You used to travel a lot on the train when you were younger did you not? 

Whenever you had to go to town you had to go on the train.  There was no other way to go. 

What were the times of the train?  I know there was one at 5:15. 

Well, the men went into work on one at about 8:00 a little after 8 in the morning and they came out on the 5:15 at night.   And there was one at 2:00.  I remember we used to take the children in on the train, well it was a treat you know.  You could go in at 2:00 and come out at 5 and it was the only way to get to town in those days.  

How much was the train fare? 

Well, I can’t remember.  Nothing much I don’t think. 

No? 

Well, it probably wasn’t very much.  I don’t remember. 

You did pay a fare? 

I don’t know if the kids had to pay or not, I can’t remember.  Well, I can’t remember that was so many years ago, it wouldn’t be much though.  Things didn’t cost very much in those days. 

Yes.  There were a lot of train wrecks that happened I guess.  Well not a lot but a few. 

Not as many as there are right now.  Oh yes, there was one down by the culvert, down by the tennis court down that road down there.  

Oh there was? 

Yes.  

And how many cars were off? 

Oh I don’t remember.  I had a picture somewhere but I don’t know where it is.  All along the track there by, well you know where the culvert is down there?  This side of the culvert and it was grain.  It was a grain car and the whole thing went over sideways and the grain was all over the place.  

Oh dear. 

Nobody was hurt, it was freight. 

Well, that’s good.  Now you used to take pennies and put them under the trains?

Yes, to flatten them. 

Oh on the rails? 

(background: Yes, when you heard the train coming you put the penny on the track). 

That’s what they would do while the station master was down there, he was an awfully nice man when we were growing up. 

Who was the person who ran the train?  Was there a local person who ran the train?  

Oh, I don’t know who the engineers were on the train.  There was a station master down there that was an awful nice man but they’d telegraph in the station and you bought your tickets there and you checked your trunk there.  They always waved to everybody at the station off the train. 
Were the trains very different back then? 

Well, I haven’t been on a train for some time.  They had straw seats in those days I think.  When did they get plush seats?  When you were little?  (background: they had straw seats?).  Well, they did way back.  Well, I don’t know if the trains were so different in those days. 

They must’ve been steam engines? 

I guess they ran with steam yes. 

And they were given, done with coal? 

Shove in coal to get her going, yes.  Well, it is a little different now, I must say, so things have changed around.  But the tracks, I don’t know.  They’re been a lot this year that have just gone off the tracks.   There was one down here last year down in back of Jerry McMackin’s by the Yacht Club up there it went off right there last year.  In the middle of the night or something.  Nobody was hurt but it was a mess on the track for while. 
Another type of transportation was the riverboat.  Were you on those before? 

Oh heaven’s yes.  We used to Gagetown on the riverboat.  That’s how we used to get there before they had a train.  Then there was a train put up the river eventually.  When we were growing up, they put a train up there and they’d bring other stuff up on each side of the train.  I remember father took us somewhere in the convertible and we used to drive around and both sides of the river would be burning brush you’d see it going down the road through the middle of it.  Well, it was hot.   Well, I mean it just happened that a couple of times we had to go by the river they were burning brush on the side of the road and the river was being cleared off.  Roads, when you went down the shore to the river, you know where the river is?  There was a dirt road with a little grass growing on it in the middle of it, just a country road.  And it went to the river, and it was journey and you drove down to the river over the grass, it was quite different then. 

I guess the riverboats died out. 

Oh, they -------------- had a trip on it. 
I haven’t been on that.  Is it in Fredericton? 

Yes, it goes from Fredericton.  How far down does it go?  Oromocto?  Well, it is really most entertaining, you can have your meal on it you know but I forget.  So one trip is one hour and one trip is two hours.  When we were little, they had all the riverboats.  The Purdy was on the river for years.  D. J. Purdy was one of them. 

Mrs. Purdy? 

Well, you see, there was one the Hampton, one went from Saint John up to Hampton. 

Yes, I had the last riverboat trip to Hampton.  What was that? 

Just a riverboat.  Yes, but when we went to guide camp we used to camp over on Purdy’s point.  Well, you see, you’d get your supplies up on the riverboat, the Purdy or one of them, and you’d order a salmon for the guide camp and order some other supplies and you’d go out in the canoe and they’d stop out in the river and you’d paddle out in the canoe and get your supplies.   That’s what you did those days.  I tell you, we got a whole salmon, a really nice salmon, Saint John River salmon, and they brought it up on the boat.  We’d cook a lovely salmon dinner one night.  We cooked our own stuff.  Did you when you were at camp or you had cooks? 

When I was at camp we had stew and we just stuck it on the fire. 

Every day? 

Well not every day.  

Anyway, this salmon it was gorgeous.  We always washed the boats and everything in the sand, not like you do now, but you’d scrape it with sand and you could get it pretty clean.  The next morning we had porridge and it was made in the salmon pot and it wasn’t washed out enough and one of our little guides she would not eat it.  So, Ms. Purdy said you’ll sit there until you do it.  So she sat there, tears rolling down her face and I don’t know if she ever did eaten, I’ve forgotten.  We all ate it but it was fishy.  And I can see her, that was Mrs. Bowland. 

Is that who it was?  Oh I’ll have to mention it to her. 

Are you going to see Mary? 

Yes I will be. 

Well tell her you heard about her eating fishy porridge.  She would have been about how young was the youngest guide, she would have been one of the youngest ones.  When did you start, 10 years old? 

Oh yes. 

Well you start earlier now but I don’t think we started until about 10 in our day.  Poor Mary I can see her yet. 

I don’t think I blame her. 

Well, we didn’t.  but Ms. Purdy. 

She was a strict lady. 

But she had the best guide camp in the place.  We all, you know, she was good.  She was a lady from overseas.  We always had competitions the first days in those days and there would be gold metals and things, we always won them.  She just taught us so that we knew.  We always said she taught us everything we knew because she did.  Anybody will tell you that. 
What type of lady was she? 

She was a very nice lady and we were scared to death of her but she was good.  I mean, she was a very nice lady but when we got older we realized.  But she made us mind. 

So you respected her? 

We did and there was discipline.  You see now, with kids its very casual.  There’s not much discipline anymore but there sure was then.  If they told you to do something you did it.  We learned how to make hospital corners on beds I can still remember.  If you didn’t have it right, you’d have to do it until you got it right.   Do you know how to make hospital corners on beds? 

Yes I do.  My mother taught me.  But I tended to not do a good job at that. 

I just wondered if you knew all these things that we learned.  

I do know hospital corners.  

She did.  I remember making beds up there.  You know the house that Johnson’s are in now, Johnson’s house, Mr. Purdy built that house.  That’s were they lived originally.  I remember we had our guide meetings there and so we’d go upstairs and she’d have a bed, I think it was a double bed, seems to me it was quite a big bed and we had to get it right. 

Well there you go.  She was a tough lady. 

Yes, she was.  I mean, we all adored here but we were scared to death of her.  But she did teach us an awful lot of stuff.  You know, I can’t remember.  I sent my badges up to Cathy to see if she could remember, I couldn’t remember what some of those were.  You know the guide book we had and stuff?  Well, I hadn’t seen one for years and I looked at something it was a round thing that looked sort of like a basket.  Now what the devil that was for I don’t know.  It was like a round circle and it looked like a basket.  But I have no idea what that was. 

Maybe it was a knitting badge. 

No, no, there’s knitting with needles.

What were some of the badges that you received?  What were the common badges to receive. 

Oh, we had sewing and knitting and music and art.  There were lots of them.  The last ones I got there were six with a black background.  Now what they were.  There  was a green one.  But I remember most of them used to be white with blue.  

Oh they were. 

Round, you know. 

Now I think they’re brown and yellow.  No, that was brownies.  Guides were blue.  

I think white and blue, most of them, then there were six down at the bottom, I had them pinned on, I didn’t even get them sewn own.  Then we got a great big red cross one too.  Oh it’s huge, I had forgotten.  I had this put away for a great many years.  But when I went to McGill, I was lieutenant at a company out there and you took all your badges and put them on the blue thing, you know. 

A blue sash. 

Yes, like a sash.  But that’s why I still have them I suppose because I kept the uniform together.  It was such a long time ago.  However, we enjoyed it.  We had a good company but it depends who your leader is. 

That’s what makes guiding. 

Sure it does.  Where did you take it?  Quispam? 

St. Paul’s Church I believe it was. 

Down here? 

Yes. 

Who’d you have this time?  Mrs. Laird? 

Um, I don’t know.  Oh Ms. Butts.  No Ms. Butts was my brownie leader.  I think Ms. Laird was mine. 

Sandra Laird, she’s been there, she’s good and been in it for some time.  She is now ACW, president of our ACW.  She is a nurse, a smart girl.  A good nurse.  

What were some of the names around Rothesay at the time?  Of course I talked to the Robinson’s.  Is it Robinson or Robertson? 

Robertson. They live up here.  

Yes.  And who else?  I know the Oland’s were here and the Crosby’s.  

Yes. 

Now I guess the Troops I guess was one and Scribner's. 

I don’t remember.  Oh that’s way back.  They were going back generations now. 

Yes I have.  

He built steamships or something. 

Who? 

Troop. 

Did they? 

I think so.  

Shipbuilding? 

Yes, shipbuilding.  That is before my time. 

That was way before your time? 

Gosh I think so, yes. 

What were some of the families you remember as you were growing up? 

Oh, everybody in the village.  Well, there were the Marr’s and the McAvity’s and the Mackay’s and the, on the main road down there, the Sayre’s.  Mrs. Mackay lives over here. 

I was visiting her recently and I have her on tape. 

Were you?  Mrs. Mackay? Well she could tell you some probably.  She married a Mackay and the Mackay family lived her before she did.  But she’s been here a good many years. 

The Myles’ lived here didn’t they? 

Well, they lived down on the main street right across from Shadow Lawn.

They were important and well known.  

Who the Myles’ ladies?  Well their father was tea taster in Estabrooks for years and they lived in that big house right across from Shadow Lawn.  Then, when the family died, they built this little house up here, right next door here, and lived there for 25 years up here.  But they were still newcomers.  I lived here 50.  But no, I remember when I went to school with them, I mean we all went to school together.  The Sayre’s yes, they lived in the Sayre house down there right across from Netherwood.  Geoff’s mother and father, they were brought up in that house.  But I taught them all at Netherwood, not Geoff and Jack. 

Did you teach at Netherwood?
I did.  I taught Phys. Ed. at Netherwood for two years.  

Tell me about Netherwood. 

Well, Audrey told you all you need to know, much more than I could tell you.  

Are you sure? 

Audrey boarded but I didn’t board.  She gave you a very interesting story I bet. 

Yes she does.  But you have sides to it to.  You must have some comical phys. Ed. stories that happened? 

Oh yes.  I was young, I was 21 and one of the girls there was 20 and I got in trouble because I got friendly with the girls.  I was sent to Ms. Ganong just like when we went to school. 

Oh my, because you were friends? 

Oh well I was just talking to them.  And she said, you’re not supposed to mingle with your students. 

Because you were boarders and you were a day girl?

No, no, because I was a teacher and you don’t get too friendly with the children you teach.  

You have to have respect. 

I was suppose to be sedate or something.  But no, Ms. Ganong was great.  That was a good school. 

Tell me more you know about the school from a different point of view being a day girl. 

So did she.  ----talking to someone in the background---.  Oh go on, you had a good time at Netherwood.  Don’t tell me you didn’t.  
I’m sure Netherwood was known for that. 

Well it was a very good school as a matter of fact.  Ms. Ganong’s reputation was.  We went to McGill and they said you’re from Ms. Ganong’s school.  That’s all it was.  You know, no question about it or anything. 

What was taught?  What were some of the subjects taught? 

At Netherwood, everything.  You took everything.  You couldn’t pick whether you didn’t want Latin and you had to take chemistry, you had to take physics, you had to take Latin and French.  You know you too the whole curriculum.  But nowadays.

Well, you still have your basics that you have to take. 

Did you take Latin?  

I took a brief basis in Latin. 

Did you enjoy it? 

I didn’t retain much of it to be honest.  In order to have an English background, Latin is still used a bit.  A lot of English roots come from Latin do they not? 

I guess so, yes they do sure.  But anyway, we had Latin and we had French and we had physics.  Did you take physics? 

Yes. 

Did you take chemistry? 

Yes.  But I didn’t like it very much. 

I’ve heard that.  

She sent the children outside for two hours on nice days between 2 and 4 I guess at Netherwood. 

Sure I taught them basketball out there.  

You taught basketball? 

Well, when you teach physical ed you have to teach everything. 

What did you teach?  What were the sports you taught?  You taught tennis and golf and basketball. 

Skating and everything you had to teach.  You had to take all those subjects.  This was not just a phys ed course at school, it was a college you know and you had to go all out.  And we had field hockey and javelin and all those things. 

Really?

And you’d get home at night and you had to study, like an arts course you take with it, you know you’d have to have that too.  Then you’d go sound to sleep.  You’d start at 9 in the morning and be outside work all day, you were exercising, and gymnastics and all that stuff.  You’d get so sleepy by night, I can just see us, you’d try and keep your eyes open because you’d have something the next day.  But it was a good course though, it was interesting and fun.  Kids like it.  The only thing was we’d have to get discipline with them or we’d never get anywhere.  

You can’t let them have the upper hand. 

Because I’d gone to school with them and that was the awkward part of that.  

I imagine so.  Who were some of the people you did go to school with?  Do you remember some names? 

Well, people you’re going to meet around the village that are all my age. 

Such as?  You must know a few names. 

Oh, well, the Myles’ sisters and my sister and Mary Oland.  I taught Mary Oland.  The Sayre’s.  There were a lot of them.  When I went back you see, I was 21 and they were little kids then, they were junior school kind of.  They all knew me.  I thought that might be fresh but they got settled. 
Well there you go.  The discipline. 

No, you can’t.  If you’re teaching anything you’ve got to get the upper hand.  We used to ski over here on the hill in back of here.   We learned to ski over there when we were little.  But I used to take the girls over there to ski and then we’d walk up, Ms. Ganong had a camp on the way up in Fairvale where Margie lives and every once in a while if they got a little fed up, we walked up sure.  Well, I had to walk them.  I was supposed to be the strong one, physical education teacher, I had to walk them.  It was a long walk.  I took the long walk.  I did a short walk around the block for the ones that were really not very strong or something.  But you walked to Fairvale through the underpass, that little store there they could have a chocolate bar.  Then when we came back through to the Hampton Road and came back that way.  That’s a good walk from Netherwood. 

That’s quite a walk.  

It is but you could do it.  I always had to take the long walk when there were no sports, you know if the ice wasn’t good or something, we’d walk. 

Were there a lot of houses lost to fire in the area?  Were there a few here and there?  Can you remember any of the fires?

Well, yes a couple. 

Tell me about them. 

I wasn’t up.  But there was one house burnt at the foot of the RCS hill I remember down the house down the lane down there.  The old London family lived there, that’s what it’s named after.  Their house burned and all the boys from RCS went off to see the men fight the fire.  But that was a long time ago.  And there was one down by the Station Road.  Oh the Legion, well yeah, that was when your brother was in a fire, but that wasn’t in the olden days.  He was the fellow who got up on the roof with a two-bitted axe and they got all the records out.  They came home from that and he said well there was a fire, Geoff Sayre taught them they were kids, about 15 I suppose, but they taught them and then they knew how to fight a fire.  But they came home and the smell of that fire would drive you out of the house.   There was a dump fire in back of the school one summer and they’d fight the dump fire and that was something. 
I imagine so. 

We wouldn’t let them in the house.  How are you doing?  How many more questions do you have in that thing. 

Oh, I have a few.  What about motoring in the early days?  Do you remember driving and flat tires and so on? 

I started when I was 14 years driving a car, that was in the older days pretty much, quite far back.  I learned on a model T.  Now, if you want to have some fun you drive a model T. 

Oh wow. 

You know the pedals on the floor, three pedals. 

It must’ve been quite fun. 

Oh, it was fun.  And they were hard tires, they didn’t have any air.  You know they had solid rubber tires.  Well, you know what they’d be like on a rough road.  Well, you didn’t have any punctures.  I drove after they, well I didn’t have to crank it.  You know, they used to start with a crank, those old cars, you know you used to break your arm to try and do it.  Well it did you see it would snap back, people did.  But fortunately, I didn’t drive in those days, but I did drive a model T.  I told them up at the antique car show that I went to, the first fire truck in Rothesay was a model T. 

Was it? 

Yes.  1921 I think.  And I was talking to them, they had it all fixed up.  So I was telling this fireman that was standing there that I learned on that and I wondered I’d love to try it. 
Should have let you. 

Well, anyway, yes I drove them and then I had a model A.  We had a couple of cars in those days, a doctor you know, so we had one that we could drive.  But we had a model A and a model A was quite superior then. 

It was. 

It was a what do you call it car, not an automatic? 

Standard. 

Standard, but it was a little more comfortable than the model T.  Then I drove an old Dodge we had and the roof used to leak down your lap.  Just like driving a truck.  It had sort of a leather roof but it wore out across the front you see and when the rain started it came right down.  But we had a lot of fun with that old car though. 

Did model T’s have a key?  To start them was there anything you had to do them.  

You would tie to the spark.  There were two things, a spark and this gas thing and you had to tie the spark.  In other words, it’s like giving it like a choke.  You know, you’d tie the spark and then when it got going it pulled the thing down.  It was just a little different. 

I imagine it was. 

It was quite different but it was simple.  They always said you could fix them with a hairpin.  I think you could probably. 

I imagine you probably could. 

I couldn’t do it but I mean they always joked about it that if anything came apart you could fix it with a hairpin.  

What about the Kennedy Hotel and Arthur Kennedy?  I know we talked about it previously. 

Arthur Kennedy was the village institution.  Nobody could have got through this life without Arthur in those days.  The older ladies had somewhere to go.  He did everything.  If anything went wrong, you called Arthur Kennedy.   His daughter and Margie were the same age, one of his daughters.  Anyway, Arthur had the garage down back and he stabled horses down there and he had the garage down there.  Father kept his horse there and he went down when you could drive a car, if your father said you could drive a car you’d go down and say I can drive Arthur can you give me a license and that’s all you had to do. 

And he gave you one? 

Yes.  I’ve got a license but I was never tested for driving a car in my life. 

The hotel? 

Kennedy House? 

I know that Kennedy House had three stories. 

Did you find out how many bedrooms there were? 

No.

Well I can’t remember.  They had rocking chairs on the veranda and all the old ladies would sit out there.  You see everything went by the Kennedy House. 

So they could talk about it? 


Well, they did.  They kept track of everybody in the village. 

Isn’t that wonderful. 

And I told you didn’t I that they had a switchboard? 

Yes, you did.  

Yes, they’d know where everybody was and what time it was and where the fire was and you know anything that went on.  There were three of them down there but Margie was sort of the head one.  She was a smart cookie.  This was a very small village in those days. 

How small? 


There were 400 in the winter and then the summer people came out.  You see but there weren’t very many people out here at all until the summer cottages.  But the winter residence, there were 400 about.  Of course, the practice was all across the river and up and down to Hampton but just right here in the village there were just about 400 in the winter, for a while, the best I can remember.  Well see there were no sidewalks and no street lights and dirt roads, there was no pavement anywhere.  And a cow pasture there and a cow pasture there.  

Now, the Robertson’s gave their cow pasture to the Rothesay Common. 

Oh, to the Common, yes.  The Deedee’s, they gave land for the Common.  

Now why were they called the Deedee’s. 

Well, they were the Deedee-Roberston’s.  Their family was Deedee-Robertson but their parents were dead when we were little but there were five daughters.  And they lived in that big house up the hill there. 

What were the daughters like?

Ladies. 

Ladies? 

Dignified stiffish ladies.  Great fun, I mean we knew them very well, but they were definitely different from anything you’d find now.  They’d say now who are they?  Where did they come from?  You know, I can hear them now.   Who do they belong to? 

Who are those people?

Yes, who are those people, that was it.  But you see, there were a few living out here like that.  Then they’d get the reputation of being such a bunch of snobs but it wasn’t that.  It was just they were 

Their mannerisms were different. 

Yes, they were like people from England more or less in a way.  They always had afternoon tea with their hats on and they always had morning coffee and they had their afternoon tea in the living room.  Their mother was a nice old lady, Mama, and Mama would be dressed in a black taffeta dress and beads around her neck and bracelets on and she’d sit in the wing chair and everybody waited on Mama.  We were taken there when were from 8 years old on to have tea with them because they were great friends of the family.  But it was good for you, you got used to that atmosphere.  And you had to behave because Mama was sitting their.  She was a nice looking old lady, just like you’d read about in a book, exactly.  

The English. 

Well, I don’t know what their ancestors were, I think they kind of were English.  But like the books you read about England where they have well you know they always wear great big hats like you would at a garden party.  They always put their hats on at half past four when they sat down to have a cup of tea.  They had assorted cakes on every table but you see the house was just run that way.  A great big house and they had help and somebody would do the grounds.  It was just different from some of us. 
Now, Geoff Kierstead owned the blacksmith shop did he not? 

Oh, that Kierstead, the blacksmith, Kierstead’s blacksmith shop, yes.  It was right across from Netherwood.  We used to love it.   It’s a pity, that should’ve been kept you know.  Mrs. Starr, Audrey Starr and I were talking about that the other day.  It’s a shame they tore that down because it could have been a star place with all the stuff --------------dictation ends here ---------------------------

