PROJECT FOR TOWN OF ROTHESAY

INTERVIEW WITH MRS. AUDREY STARR WHO LIVES ON GROVE AVENUE TALKING ABOUT NETHERWOOD AND A LITTLE BIT OF ROTHESAY’S HISTORY. 
Now, Mrs. Starr, who were your teachers? Can you remember all the different teachers’ names? 

No, I’m afraid I can’t.  That was about 50 years ago.  Too bad we haven’t got my younger sister here because she’d remember all these things; maybe get her sometime when she comes. 

What were some of the rules of Netherwood when you went there? 

Well, you could never leave the school grounds except when you were on an official walk with a teacher with you and then you would go down to the rink and skate at the main rink. 
Where was that located? 

Right here in Rothesay, at the Rothesay Rink.  I think Netherwood was allowed it for one hour and there were maybe about forty of us that would go and skate on the rink.  We always had to be out; Ms. Ganong was a great one for outdoors and fresh air.  

How many hours in the day did she have you out? What were those hours? 

I guess from 2-4:30 and then you went to your rooms and you changed from your uniform and got dressed up two days a week.  Otherwise, you just stayed in the Netherwood uniform.  We had cotton green ones, uniforms, for the summer and the same thin in warm ones for the winter with bloomers. 


With bloomers? 

With bloomers; had a little pocket in the green bloomers to keep your hankie in. 

So there not the same as today’s uniforms then, just the color? 

No.  Well, I don’t know what they wear now.  I think they have a navy skirt and something.  They don’t wear the green, the Netherwood Green that we had.  

Were the RCS boys ever allowed to come to your school? 

Yes, the graduating class came down and we got to know them and went to the dance at the end of the year.  There was one dance, we were all taken up by car.  You didn’t have someone pick you up and take you home.  We were taken in a group. 

So you were chaperoned? 

We were chaperoned on the way up and the way back and you didn’t know whether you’d get to dance.  You had to have a card and hope you’d get dancing if you didn’t know too many either. 


How did this card system work?  In what way? 

Well, they would say would you have a dance or if you have a dance free I’d like to dance with you.  And I’d say yes the fourth or sixth if I had the fourth and you’d do it that way. 

So it was like a schedule? 

Yes.  They had all the dances whipped up and you stood on the sideline and hoped somebody would ask you. 

Could you tell me the story you were telling me previously about the boys sneaking down; how did that work? 

Well, I remember once in Senior Hall, that’s that big hall that’s still there, we had a big washroom with a lot of basins and there was a fire escape outside.  We suddenly looked and there were two or three RCS boys peaking in.  We were so scared we scuttled out.  We didn’t think it was great.  We were frightened that they were going to get in or something and we’d be blamed for it.  But they were just peeking to see what went on and scuttled away.  Nothing much ever happened.  I guess years before, in the very early days when this went on, something had happened when there was much more communication between the two schools and one girl got pregnant.  That’s when things were cut down, no connection.  It’s a different thing when you’re home with your parents but when you’re responsible for other young people, we felt you have to be very very careful. 
Ms. Ganong, was she the head master? 

She was the head of Netherwood.  She owned it all. 

What was she like?  What kind of character was she? 

She was a wonderful character.  We really just adored her.  When you were there as a border, you were allowed each term one day in town to go shopping and I remember going in and we saw Ms. Ganong and we stopped,  and we just rushed across King’s Square to say hi that we say them.  You know usually you’d run away and not want to see your teacher and run away but I thought afterwards, well, it’s not like that everywhere but you thought so much of them and you thought it was a fun thing to run over and say hi to them. 

What types of subjects did you take at Netherwood? 

Oh, we took McGill matriculations.  We had two different years, we had algebra, geometry, history and chemistry.  Ms. Ganong taught chemistry and she was very good too.  All the old subjects you usually had in school. 

You took Latin.  Was that common? 

Oh yes.  We didn’t go on too long, I think Marg or Bryne though kept on having Latin at college.  But the day girls were kept apart from the others.  She was a great one to worry about germs, Ms. Ganong was.  If anyone had a cold, you had to have a red ribbon on your arm and you were eating at a separate table.  Anyone with a cold wasn’t allowed, there were about ten big tables, there were eighty or ninety borders when I was there and anyone having a cold, if you were sick at a temperature you stayed in your room and otherwise you just had this red ribbon and nobody was allowed closer than arm’s length from each other.  Actually, when the next lady, then she cut out all that.  There was no more sickness than there ever was in the school anyways and you wondered all that fuss that went on that she worried.  I don’t know why she worried about germs so much.  
Who cooked the meals or did you cook your own? 

Oh no, no.  There was a big staff in the kitchen.  They had a chief cook and a whole lot of maids that waited on tables and set the tables.  We made our own beds but they cleaned the rooms and everything.  We had to have everything ready the day they cleaned your room.  You had to have everything off your dressing table and the dressing table cloth put on the bed and everything covered up so that they could come in and clean your room.  That was done for you. 

I wanted to know, is there any particular subjects you spent more time on? Like were there more prominent subjects or were the equally divided? What were your schedules like in a day?  What would the run of a day be like? 

You would have classes until 11:00 and then you were out for 15 minutes, I think outside.  And you had a cup of hot soup.  There was a great big tub of it they made in the kitchen.  And then you had study, you came in and got out of your uniform and your dress and you had study from 2:00 to 4:00; no 2:00 to 4:00 you were out and 4:00 to 6:00 you studied and then you had dinner.  Then after dinner, if you had candy, it was put in the candy and everybody brought out their candy and pass it around to others but you could not eat the candy any other times and stuff yourself with candy.  You could get fruit and candy or anything would all be in this cupboard and after the evening, we would all go into the Recreation Room and sit down and munch whatever you had and pass it around to others.  Some rich ones would get a whole barrel full of good apples and things like that.  There were some girls that were quite wealthy and would get all kinds of goodies.  They would get enough to give everybody some.  

Are there any particular people, can you remember anybody who might have been in your class?  Such as good friends? 

The day girls, there were Marg, Byrne and Ham, another Fairweather, and Penny Henderson; yes there were four or five day girls and the class was about 11 or 12 in our class; not a big class, sometimes they had bigger classes.  There was a girl Nadine Palmer from Fredericton.  That’s quite a family there, prominent people.  I wish my sister Ruth was here, she’d rattle of the names and say what year and what date, Tuesday they arrived and stuff like that.  You’ve got a bad person with me.  
No, I’m getting a lot of information.  What type of desks did you have?  How many people in your classrooms approximately? 

Well they had a front classroom with permanent desks, that was on the right as you went in.  Then there was a great big hall and there were chairs that you moved back because you had gym in there later and had classes there.  And sometimes you had classes in those runs between and there was another back classroom.  And then they built on Gregory House and had great big classes there.  And then there was a new house that was added after my day and it had a lot of bedrooms upstairs.  Senior Hall we went; first year we were in the old building and then the next year we were in Senior Hall and I guess three years and the third year was in the cottages.  And when you got to the cottage, that was quite fun but you had a chime outside that would tell you when it was time to go back to your room and get dressed.  If you were going to have gym, you dressed in the gym outfit, bloomers and stuff.   I think it was navy blue bloomers and long back stockings or something like that.  We had a special gym night, two nights a week we had gym and I loved that.  We had apparatus and on the apparatus you’d climb ladders and do things.  Some girl was hurt and Ms. Ganong took all that stuff and gave it to the Y in town and they were thrilled to get this apparatus; but some girl’s leg was hurt so she just cut out the whole thin and that was half the fun, I liked that.  But somebody climbed up too fast and fell off this thing.

How did you account for your mistakes or when people were disobeying the rules, how did you account for it? And, what type of punishment was dealt and how was that handled?

Well, unless it was something awful, nothing.  Your name was called at night if you had broken a rule you said I did so and so.  And she’d say well, better look into that and I’d like to speak to you afterwards and ask a little more about it but as long as you got up and said you did it, nothing like a whipping.  You’re never supposed to leave the school grounds but one day it was so gorgeous, it was just a glare of ice everywhere, and I got on my skates and said enough of this.  I skated right out down the village and I had to say that I skated out of the school ground.  Why would you do that?  Why would you do such a thing?  I said it was just so beautiful I couldn’t help it.  She just looked with a grin and said well, don’t do that again.  But nothing happened to me.  She thought if a person did lie and didn’t tell something, she would know somehow, I don’t know how. She was a wonderful person but she appreciated your saying what you’d done.  And there were teams, the reds and the whites.  The ones that had the least things wrong won a prize or something.  The teams were the reds and the whites, or the green lots and the white lots and once you were on that side of the school, you had a head of it, usually one of the graduates was the head of it.  Then we went to meetings what we were going to do to try to out-win the other groups and stuff like that.  I don’t think this day in age they could make them do it but we sort of went along with it and we still had a lot of fun.  She would sense if there was tension if people were fed up in the middle of winter and she would decide that today we’re not going to have any school.  It was a lovely, lovely sunny day and everybody was going to be out, get on your skis and get out and have a picnic at Riverside or walk over the hill or something like that.  She just sensed the feeling of the crowd.  She really was a wonderful person. 
Were Sundays a day to stay at Netherwood or did you go home on those days? 

If people lived near enough, then their parents would come and take them out or they could go out with somebody, like they’d say I’m taking such and such and you’d go.  And then you had an out Saturday that you went on, about two a turn, which you went off Saturday afternoon into town.  It was fun because the girls in town would invite us to their house. 
She’d let you go in town once a week? 

Yes, well that was the graduates who could go.  The younger ones could be out, I don’t know what they do if they went out.  You see any local people would be day girls and they’d be home anyway.  They were kept separate, much more than they were later after Ms. Ganong’s day; she was afraid of germs, she was absolutely terrified.  I guess at the early stages somebody picked up something and a girl died or something and she just got so strict about not letting germs get spread in the school.  And if you had a cold, you had a red ribbon on you and you were never allowed to go any closer than within arm’s length to anyone else or at the table or if you were talking.  Or, if there were too much germs going on, we had silent meals.  She believed the talk would spread your germs around.  She really believed on that.  They went to the Head Mistress Meetings and they said she was the most marvelous person until she got on that and they’d all get very bored with it and the next person that took over didn’t bother.  We went along with it, we never minded.   If she thought it was down-hilling the students, she’d say beautiful day, we’ll just have classes so and so and then you’ll all get on your skis and we’ll go on a long hike and she’d call someone nearby and order four great big chocolate cakes or great big white cakes and we’d make a little fire and cook hamburgers way off somewhere that we hiked.  It would just be so nice, when you were cooped up with a whole lot of people, she seemed to sense when there was tension and just break it all up and take them all out and give them a big feed.  She really was a marvelous person, Ms. Ganong.  

One thing I wanted to know, can you take a guess how many people went to the school in one year at a time maybe when you went? 

80 or 90, around that. 

80 or 90 people in the school? 

Yes.  

One thing we always did at the closing, 

This is for the graduation? 

Yes, for the graduation then you went out on the lawn and there were dances on the lawn too with an orchestra.  And then we did the kicking out ceremony.  The whole school in their green uniforms would make a circle around the graduates in their white dresses and there were certain things that were played and everything and then we kicked this way and that way; we were kicking them out of the school.  It was a kicking out ceremony and they still carry this on out at RCS now.  
Like a kicking as in a can-can type of kicking? 

Yes, everybody was practicing the night before and the orchestra and everything.  It must cost them a lot to put on that.  She had tea for the grown ups and ice cream for all the kids that came and the little ones.  It was big dew, all outside. 

So the graduation year was quite a thing each year for people? 

Oh yes very exciting.

As it is with any school.  

You wrote some of the matrix in the third collegiate and fourth collegiate you graduate.  You do half of them the first year and the other half the second.  You didn’t have too many subjects to do at once, which was a help.  Instead of suddenly, like the public school ones have ten or eleven subjects don’t they all at once?  

You can have quite a few, I believe so.  
I made 100 in algebra McGill matriculation and I got a prize the next year.  But I had the book, it was given to me for 100 in algebra and 92 in history or something; no it was algebra.  I loved algebra.  If you didn’t know what to let x equal….

Much the same as today, that’s still done today.  If you didn’t know what it was, then you leave it as x. 


Then eventually you find out how much x was and then you work out what the others would be.  That’s how that was done. 

Can you tell me a bit about the days that your husband Pat Starr was an Austin dealer? Is that correct? 

Yes. 

Tell me what that was about. 

Well, these Austin English cars.  He went to work for Daye Motors at first, Pat went to work for them after he got out of the army and then Mr. Daye said, he said I don’t want to do the business anymore.  I’ll sell you the business for so much and you can pay me back within a year.  Which he did, he paid him back, as business was so good then.  But then it went downhill and it was quite a struggle.  

Can you remember things about the depression in Rothesay? Interesting things? 

Well, I wasn’t in Rothesay at the time of the depression years, I leaved at Hammond River. 


What about farming? Tell me about methods of farming and interesting things that happened on the farms in Hammond River. 

Well, in Hammond River, there all good farmers, about eight farms and they all took their milk to the station and it was shipped into the city everyday.  They would come with their horse and their team and then on the way back from the station, it would be time for us to go to school and we would watch out the kitchen window and see all these horses coming and we would run out the front and pretend that we were just walking on the road and they would say do you want to hitch your sled?  We’d all have our sleds with ropes and we’d hook it behind the team and get pulled all the way up the road to get to school and then get out.
Save you some work? 

So we watched the windows for when they were coming. 

So that was a method of getting to school? 

Yes.  In the winter.  Otherwise you walked. 


What was your maiden name?  What was your father’s name? 

Harding. 

Are there some interesting stories about your father or your uncle? 

Yes.  Daddy had Uncle George who went out to Malaya and had a rubber plantation and his daughter, they just had the one child, Peggy Kelbaugh in Hammond River now.   She was their child.  She always lived with us, her mother was rather delicate and she’d go out to the house and then she’d get unwell, so half the time she lived with us and back and forth and then Uncle George would come home.  When the price of rubber was good, he’d come home and I remember one time he brought a great big Buick and had the jump seats, you wouldn’t remember, but there was a front seat and the back, those were jump seats and we thought that was wonderful.  We would drive around in this big car.  Then the price of rubber would go down and that was not much help.  They used to send us all $2 bills for a Christmas present and I just thought that was the most marvelous thing.  I kept mine for ages in its envelope.  We didn’t even have money but we walked in the winter up the tracks to get some milk or get something at the store, he would give us five cents and we would go to the candy counter and the candy would be four for a cent and different things and we were each given two cents, so we could get eight candies for two cents.  We would stand at the counter and decide what to buy.  You’d think that you had a million dollars, it was really fun. 
Starr boys, what were there names? 

Pat and Jack Starr.  

They were the first twins?  They were good looking handsome men were they? 

Yes, they were. 

And they were the first twins in Rothesay? 

That’s what I remember someone saying.  There was great excitement when the twins were born in Rothesay.  Their father said their mother lost one son when she was 17 at RCS and then Dick the oldest son lived and the twins.  There were about five boys and the father died when he was about 40.  She had a hard time bringing up those five boys and they couldn’t go to RCS the way all the other boys did.  Things like that made it hard for her.  

What was your husband like?  What were some of his characteristics? 

Well, they were both very musical, especially Jack.  There was some music where Jack was given music lessons and he could just pick up any new tune and there were a lot of good tunes in the 30’s and 40’s and he’d buy the music and come home and could play it off.  Pat played the banjo and he did it all by ear. 

Were there any local bands or what about music in the area? 

They’d play, their orchestra.  There was a MacAvity that played saxophone. 

Oh the saxophone? 

Yes.  I think it was June.

Where was the music hall or where would people go to listen to music? 

Down at the boat club.

Oh, at the Yacht Club? 

Yes that would be it.  It has enlarged a bit now to what it was then. 

That was the place where everybody would go and listen to music? 

Yes.  They’d have dances and things there.  They’d have to play the music so they didn’t dance much really though.   Fortunately, the other twin Jack Starr, my husband was Pat Starr, but Jack Starr’s wife and I were great friends because they just wanted to do everything together and Jane said that she nearly went crazy when she married Jack but everyone had to come along and finally Pat married me so that gave her a little more rest with the other twin around. 
I see.  So you were quite the foursome? 

Yes. 

The troubled foursome. 

Yes, we liked each other. 

What were some of the events that you went to in Rothesay?  Being from Netherwood I sure there was a lot that you did.  Like, around the local community, you went skating on the commons? 

Yes.  Well, Ms. Ganong always had the most marvelous people to come and entertain the school and we’d get all dressed up in our best uniforms and everything and the day girls would be brought in, might be germs so they were kept in the corner by themselves.

What do you mean by the day girls?  Was this a name? 

Well, people if you lived in Rothesay you would go to Netherwood as a day student and you didn’t sleep there, it was a lot cheaper if you lived here to not be a boarder.  I think then it was about $600 a year to board.  This day in age, it would be double that.  

It was about $600?  Well, that is interesting. 

Yes. 

What years did you go to the school? 

I graduated in 1928 and must have gone about 3 years, so about 1925 to 1928.  

What were the roads like?  How has it built up? 

We’d go on walks.   There was pavement.  We’d walk one day.  You had to be outdoors, so if there was nothing doing you went on a walk in a great long line with the teacher at the front and one at the back.  I don’t know why that was, in case we might see a boy or something I guess.  We might talk to them.  We used to go down and talk on the wharf with some of the boys the year we graduated.  It became a pre-fit, you were allowed out on your own. 


What’s a pre-fit? 

Well, if you were bad and not too good, for some reason she didn’t think you were fit, you wouldn’t make a pre-fit.  Then you were in charge of the locks and you were in charge of the lock-down. 

Things about Netherwood I’d like to know; anything like stories that went on or interesting things that happened besides Ms. Ganong and maybe something between fellow students that happened that was comical that you can recall? 

I should get my old diary out. 

Would you like time to do that? 

Laughing. 

How many buildings and how many floors on each are in Netherwood or were at the there at the time? 

At the time, there was an old building that was there from 18 something or other and had three stories and the sick room was way at the top.  The bedrooms were on the second floor.  There was another hall added and it had bedrooms over it.  Then there was Senior Hall added and there were bedrooms there.  Then, after that, you’d go to the cottages the last year.  Ms. Ganong herself had one cottage and had four or five girls with two or three bedrooms in her house with girls there and then Ms. Pitcher.  Ms. Pitcher started Netherwood with Ms. Ganong way way back.  They both were graduating Smith’s College and not many women went through college in that day in age.  She was a brilliant person too and I was in Ms. Pitcher’s cottage.  But oh she was strict.  We were afraid of her.  Did I tell you the story about when her sister died? 

Who’s sister died? 


Ms. Pitcher had a younger sister, she was a quaint little soul.  Her job was to look after the flowers all over the school and she had bulbs and things in all the windows and the classrooms and everything.  She wasn’t well.  There were three rooms.  One room had two girls, another room had two girls and the hall had two girls and then there was Ms. Pritcher herself and her younger sister.  One night Jane, this was after my day, they could hear her coughing and choking.  They were told you never speak after lights are out and she said to her friend d-e-a-d.
By her fingers? 

To the other girl in the room.  And then first thing you know, Ms. Pitcher came in and went running up the stairs and Ms. Ganong was brought in and running up the stairs and the doctor was running up the stairs and they took the body out, she had died.  She had a heart attack, poor old soul.  But instead of running in and doing something that could help her all they said was d-e-a-d to each other. 

With their hand motions? 

Yes. 

Sign language? 

Have you ever done that? 

Yes. 

When I had my heart operation in Toronto, I don’t know whether I was on oxygen but I couldn’t speak.  But I was terribly thirsty and I went to my daughter w-a-t-e-r.  Somebody said what’s wrong with that woman.  I heard them laughing and one of the nurses said I think she’s trying to talk to you with her fingers.  And my daughter had never heard of this but this was something we did at school years ago. 

A lot of the kids at Netherwood had the finger motions because you couldn’t talk? 

Yes, we would do this to each other and it would still be daylight, after lights were out usually.  In the summer, lights would be out and it would still be daylight but you still couldn’t talk once you went to bed.  You had a half-hour or so of getting ready for bed and chatting.  But when it was time to get to bed, you got to bed and you didn’t talk.  I imagine some did by writing notes and things.  

What time was bed time?  Do you recall? 

You studied from 7-9 and then from 9-10 was getting ready for bed. 


What were the age ranges that went to Netherwood?  How young to how old? 

Well, not often quite young.  I remember one little girl was 10 or 11, she was much younger and they had her in a room in the old part with somebody else that was a little older.  And there was one, Sarah Bothy from Egypt.  I often wondered afterward how she happed to get there but it was a very famous man who had come to Canada in the Foreign Service or something and he had this daughter and he had met Ms. Ganong somewhere.  She had said he should take her there.  I remember this Sarah was very beautiful.  She played the piano but had quite broken English.  It must have been lonely for her, to come from Persia all the way here. 

How old were the older ones? 

Well, by the time you graduate from school I suppose the older ones would be 17 or 18. 

So 10-17, that is quite an age range. 

Yes, it certainly is.  There wouldn’t be too may young that would usual come.  I mean my sister and I didn’t go to high school age.  We had the little country school in Hammond River and we went to that.   We were well advanced to what a lot people had.  We had Latin and algebra with this teacher we had in a country school and then she’d take us out and do nature studies.  We’d take her on the sleds before recess sliding down all the hills to so we made a train and got her in it too.  We went all the way down past our house and all the way to Hammond River Station and by the time we got back, it was the longest recess we’d ever had.  But we had to walk all the way back. 

You said that Netherwood did have indoor plumbing? 

Oh heavens yes.  They had certain nights, it was well organized.  We wouldn’t have a bath every night.  You’d get two nights a week to have a back and it was all written down.


Like a schedule? 

Yes. 

Did you have chores you had to tend to?  You said you made your bed.   But were there any other chores? 

You made your own bed, that was all, and sort of tidy your room.  

Tidy your room and have it ready for the maid? 

Yes, they’d come once a week and tidy that up, clean and vacuum and shake the rugs and stuff.  

